LENIN AND OUR TINIC

Cheddi Jagan

“MARXISM-LENINISM is outdated; it 1s a foreign
ideology, it has no relevance to present-day realities or to

- . : ] iy
Guyana; we must develop our own ideology.

This is the theme song of the puppets and defenders of
imperialism, and unfortunately of quite a few who call

themselves revolutionary.

Because of deliberate distortion and genuine confusion,
the need in this Lenin Centenary Year for propagating the
principles of Marxism and the ideas of Lenin cannot be
overemphasized.

Those who prattle about “Russian foreign ideology,”
sheuld know that Marxism is not a lifeless dogma, not a
completed, ready-made, immutable doctrine, but a living
guide to action. It is a science; it requires a concrete analy-
sis of a concrete situation. Like all sciences, it grows and
develops in accordance with changing conditions and times.
Its guiding principles are the instruments which permit a
correct interpretation of objective reality, and an evaluation
and understanding of historical development.

Lenin said:

We do not regard Marx’s theory as something completed and
inviolable; on the contrary, we are convinced that it has.only laid
the foundation stone of the science which socialists must develop

in all directions if they wish to keep pace with life (Vol. 4, pp. 211-
12).

DR. CHEDDI JAGAN, leader of the People's Progressive Party and

Leader of the Opposition in Guyana, was Premier in the PPP governmeni
(1951-1964 ),
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principles

should be applied in a way “that win correctly modify these

principles in certain particulars, correct |

themn to national and national-;tate defstlly;if:::m(i:fp;f
p.92) ./ In another context, he advised “tq apply the meni
and basic principles of communism to the specific relations
between classes and parties. to the specific features in the
objective development towards communism, which are dif.

ferent in each country and which we must be able to dis-
cover, study, and predict” (Ibid.. p. 89).

But some reactionary elements will distort the feeling
of national identity and pride, turning it to nationa'ism and
chauvinism. They deny the Marxist principle of pmle?-
tarian solidarity and internationalism. They contrapose
patriotism, independence and sovereignty to internatioral-
ism- They do not want to admit that it is possible and
necessary to harmonize national interests with inter-
national duties. They exploit nationalism and chauvinism
to sow strife and divisions not only inside the socalist
camp, but also between the socialist camp and the working-
class movements in the imperialist states and the national
liberation movement of the so-called Third World.

A Marxist-Leninist, revolutionary party is accountable
not only to its own working class and people but also to the
international working class and to mankind as a whole.

Lenin made it clear that “ecapital is an intemaﬁmﬁ
force. To vanquish it, an international workers' alliance,

an international workers’ brotherhood, is needed” Wﬂl Wg
p- 293).

Those who take a narrow nationalistic pesition accen=
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“defini liar features’” — economics, politics, cul-
::::e ethnic t:!ngecl::ligimus divisions — and !:alk about nat-
ionai and cultural identity and the nece§51ty to develop,
“relying on oneg own forces.” By ‘re‘fusmg to make any
real distinction between the impermhst_ and ‘th‘e 5001?1-
ist world systems, by equating Westf?rn 1mFermllsm with
what they refer to as “Soviet imperialism, t}1e}- h‘e][:) to
prop up the main ideological pillar of US 1mpermhsm.
namely, anti-Sovietism, the modern garl':) of anti-commu-
nism. and at the same time to create disunity in the struggle

against imperialism.

Charges of Soviet “imperialism™ are closely related to
the specious idea that imperialism and socialism Fave some
“common features.” One hears in response to the specific
charge of conditional, “tied” aid from the Western imperia!-
ist states that all nations have egoistic objectives, and are
motivated primarily by self-interest.

This observation does not take into consideration that
the policies of the socialist countries are influenced by the
trenchant dictum of Marxism that “no nation can be free if
oppresses other nations.” And thig sets them apart from
the policies of imperialism.

As regardg motivation for socialist aid and assistance tQ
the national liberation movements and Third-World ceuns

tries, Lenin set out the position clearly when he pointed
out in 1917:

Now, as always, we stand and shall continue to stand for the
closest association and merging of the class-conscious workers of
the advanced countries with the workers, peasants and slayes of all

the oppressed countries . . . We shall exert every effort to foster
association and merger with the Mongolians, Persians, Indians,
Egyptians. We believe it our duty and in our inferest to do this,
for otherwise socialism in Europe will not be secure (Vol. 23, p. 67).

One has only to compare the relations between the so-
cialist countries with those between the US and Latin
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America to recognize that the phrase *

Soviet im alism™
ig merely a weapon in the armoury of .

anti-communism

the &'stern Emgman
f imperialist Germany

Prior to the Second World War,
countries‘were neocolonial satellites o

in the same way the Latin American countries were and are
today ~with the exception of Cuba, neocolonial satelliies of
imperialist USA. Liberation of Eastern Europe from Hit-
ler's troops by the Soviet armed forces and close economic
and political cooperation with the Soviet Union have been
a key factor that led to the establishment of socialist re'a-
tions, to planned proportional development of the national
economies of those countries, and to a rate of growth of in-

dustrial production higher than that for most of the indus-
trialized, developed capitalist states.

Between 1950 and 1968 industrial output in the CMEA
(Council for Mutual Economic Aid) socialist countries in-
creased by 9859, as compared with 2516, in the developed
capitalist states. Annual growth rates averaged 10.5¢; and
2-0C% respectively.

Through Soviet aid, the Eastern European socialist
states have broken away from the traditional imtalanced
non-industrial raw-material (one-crop and /or one-mineral)
economic structure.

Now, these countries supply over 70¢; of the import
requirements of machinery and equipment of the Soviet
Union, and their industries get the bulk of their raw ma-
terials from the Soviet Union. This is a distinct advantage
to these countries considering ttat the world prices of in-
dustrial goods have been rising more rapidly than raw ma-

terials and agricultural goods.

Compare the situation in Latin America. In hhmu;yt
1969, Mr, Dante D. Fascall, Chairman of the us Honm t
Representatives Sub-Committee on Inter-American AM -

declared:
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1 would be less than frank if I would not admit that the initial
vecord of the Alliance for Progress ingpires more gloom than gatis-

faction,

Mr. Fascell said the per capita grosg national producet in
Latin America had increased by little more than one-half

of the expected rate.

Writing on US aid and trade policies and the failure of
the Alliance for Progress, former President of Brazil, Jus-
celino Kubitschek said in 1962:

Let's be frank, the prices for Latin America’s basic food and
raw material exports have depreciated so much that this area’s
income has declined more than $500,000,000 this year in terms of
the price paid for the same commodities when 1 took office in 1956.
That $500,000,000 is just about the amount that the Alliance for
Progress has put into Latin America gince the programme began.
Latin America ig therefore in the peculiar state of a man who is
receiving blood transfugion in one arm and donating blood through

Between 1957 and 1969, Brazil lost $2,600 million be-
cause of a fall in prices of raw materialg exported to the
USA. However, over the same period, she received US aid
amounting to only $1,700 million.

The glossy US magazine, Life, in an editorial on July

18, 1969, “Why the Latins don't love us?” stated that the

USA was taking more out of Latin America than she awag
putting in; every year since 1962, US investors made more
profity than was invested; in 1967, repatriated profity ex-
ceeded private lnvestments by more than $1 bllli(}ll \;‘hm
does not include huge interest payments on US loans:

Soviet aid and trade are qualitatively diffepcr
that of the imperialist states, They help Third We
triel to become industrialized, to break :

In relpect of mlltance {0 developing countries, up to
January 1, 1063, 70 percent of Soviet aid was allocated 1o
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investment in industry compared with 10 ﬁ |

“aid” and lésg than 14 percent of the credit byh
national Bagk for Reconstruction and Devm

% * -

Mayxism-Leninism has become more pert:m h
crd, when the balance of forces has shifted in favour of
soctalifm.  Socialism has emerged from the confines of a

gingle country into a world system. The P“tm! m
have witnessed the breakup of the colonial syst

perialism has been shaken and weakened, but vﬂlﬂl”ﬂ _ 1
declined in strength, it has become more cunning, vicious
and ruthless, ¢ R

Soon after the Second World War, Anglo-Ar
perialism began its preparations for turning hmkm
of history., Under the Truman Doctrine of 1947, m

whipped up a war atmosphere to strike against t
of democracy, national liberation and socialism; arrogated
to itself the right to “liberate” the so-called “oapﬂu tal ;.' :-;;[‘
of Eastern Europe, ‘which had been Hbemuﬂ’b;
armed forces. It sought to ensure by a woﬂﬁ aﬁ" 5,
treaties and 3,400 military bases not only “the cont L
of communism,” but also the adoption by the ¥ , )
of the US capitalist system, which was equlmd s

dom and democracy. L

In 1948, the Truman administration mﬂ,

apparatus, the Central Intelligence Aﬂm’ (Mi
versive work in a wide spectrum of ¢ L -
tical, industrial, research, mass media, m
tural, religious — fanned and mﬂam-d ﬂm‘
emotions and financed and fummw ance

as in Guyana and Ceylon, and o
tion ag in Guatemala, vmmm, W
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US military Intervention sssumned itg most riuthless |
charseter n Vietnum in o genocidal war |

The United Btates of Ametica, under the Johnson Do L
Arine, assumed the “right” to use its armad forces in any |
eountry of the Western Hemlsphere to prevent “subver- ..
sive’ setivity and the emergence of another Cuba,

Masg outery in the USA sgainst high sactifice in men
and money in the Vietnam war, has resulted in o strategic
change, Instead of direct involvement of American soldiers,
the US administration proposes to use Asians to fight
Asians, Africans 1o fight Adrieans and Latin Americans to
fight Latin Americans, The elient stateg in Latin Americs
are urged 1o set up a joint military force, euphemistically
called Pesce Force. For the Commonwenlth Caribbean ter-
ritories, steps have been taken to coordinste security forces
Cuyans's economy snd politics are being militarized by the
US puppet regime on the excuse that the US client state
Venezuela, ig threstening mggression,

On Governor Nelson Hocketeller’s recommendation that

maore military sid should be given to the US client states in
Latin Americs, President Nixon has decided openly 1o em-

bmce  the malmm dictators, With respect to Latin .)
Amerien, Mr, Rockefeller wrote: (‘0

North American industries every day depend more and
om Ahe raw mterials of the Western Wermisphere, fm

wew M for the United $iutas 16 maimain indust

guile, alk lbout *'wuum nALigh

mmmwn forces” are living i
« wnd sowing lusions for thelr
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LEMIN mm
srnong the Boviet Unkm, the |

nierrations)
and the m.tml liberation movements, 1y ., Aa.r

the Second, Hussisn Congress of Communist ()
tions of &Fi'mrples of the Kast, he sid:

Arbgildy of our Boviet Hepublie asgaine intermationsl ‘1
(Veted, p, 151), m '

This same Ihe‘mﬁ was ernphasized by the

Farnely lh# nakmnity of uniting the three ﬂﬂ M‘ &
the world revolutionary moverment — the socislist m

the working class movements in the capitalist countries,
and the national liberation movement — in the w“

imperialistn, The Document MMH’ stated:

The present situation demands gresier militant solidarit
the peoples of the socialis) eouniries, of d“‘ 'r | J
national working ¢lass movement and nationsl m
strugyls ayainst imperiailsm,

Lenin's greatest achievement was in his ¢
about the necessity for bullding 8 Marxist vangua
party, a party based on democratie MM!I

in both the theoretico-ddeclogical and politico-pr
spheres,

At the politico-practical level, Lenin uml ﬂ
of cloge links with the masses, He advocaed 1 .

of working patiently and persistently; of
various formes of struggle; of combining p

extra-parlimmentary, legal with illegal, m
ible and prepared to mh the ﬂ: ﬂl“
ads s g o
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® mw&rwwmdumn tmplies that
3 :uummmuhtﬁrmm Not at
: ﬂmwmwmwmmmnmww
‘mmmum‘wmw will make the

rise of thas revolution possible. We should support every
| ot every real ecenomic and pelitical improve-
ment in the position of the masses™ (Vol. 33, pr. 158-39).

Since in any given situation, the thinking of the masses

is influeced. in the final amalysis by their economic state
ﬁmmm,mmmwxehmtum influence

their bebaviour and action, the necessity for educational
work is emphasized Such work based on Marxist-Leninist
ideclogy makes the people conscious of the necessity for
change. Once they are so armed, they consciously work and
struggle for it

In the Third-World countries the society is torn asunder
by race, tride. language, mm::nlmmlmd&mma
backwardnes: or underdevelopment. Consequently, it s
easy for the imperialists their puppets and their agents to
play on emotions, to bribe and corrupt, to divide and rule.
and to subvert and overthrow. Through the imperialist-
ouned and -controlled mass media, Hes hali-truths, and
false deas embellished as everlasting truths, are deli
ately used to confound and confuse. to manipulate and
fivence.
Unity in such a situation can be achieved omly
basis of the Marxist-Leninist doctrine of the class
It is this scientific outlook which must be

~ In British Guiana, between 1957-84, PPPin
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seetmsoithetmmh‘h
their own interests

Now ﬂu%mm‘m ’
W“d‘“‘i* g campaign has beee me

Mﬁxh\lmnﬂm“ iliI
contittiohng is projected away from the soversmaats was
imperialist domestic mwm.h*

Qpasses are dubbed lazy, uaskilled. inefficient ﬂ
Hoe Slogans and gimmicks — “Eat less, *
work harder,” “Efficiency Year™ M e
tbirth contrel) — become the substitutes for b e
and correct econamic policies. |

And, in the face of growing contradictions be
WMMMQE&*“
's being made increasingly to racial (black) s
dremdnmdm-hmw

At one time, CARIFTA (Caridbean Free Trade &
pnun.*memnmvmhmuuﬂﬂ

M““"W‘Mut-ﬁ
3 Republie said:
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also about Left dogmatism and sectarianism. In thfﬂ Ie-
gard, his teachings are CVED more than ever pertinent,
ea’pe;.ially gince so many new contingentg are entering the
revolutionary anti-imperialist struggle.

In Guyana, our liberation movement had its own pruri-
ence with Right opportunism and Left deviationism.
LF.S. Burnham, the present Prime Minister, headed a
Right-wing opportunistic split in our People’s Progressive
Party in 1955. Of Burnham, after his visit to, and deal with
Washington in May 1962. Arthur Schlesinger Jr., in his hook
A Thousand Days: John F. Kennedy in the White House
Says:

Thus far, our policy had been based on the assumption that

Forbes Burnham was, as the British deseribed him, an opportunist,
racist and demagogue, intent only on personal power.

Of the ultra-leftiste who then called for “instant revo-
lution”’ and dubbed Burnham ‘“a traitor,” one is now his
Minister of Information, and another is the head of the
government-owned Guyana Marketing Corporation! ‘Thus
the Right opportunists and Left dogmatists eventually came
together on the basis of anti-communism.

In this period, we have gimilar “rightist” and "ultra-
leftist” tendencies. The Right deviationists, not having a
Marxist-Leninist class approach, but a racialist one, not
recognizing that the economic structure forms the basis, the
foundation upon which the political and ideological super-
structures are built, see compromise with US impertalism
us the only way out,

The Left dogmatists since 1964 advocated the abandon-
ment of the parliamentary struggle for armed-struggle

when the country had just emerged from the most serions
racial clashes. Even ms late as 1968, it was apparent that

the objective and subjective factors were not condueive to
the abandonment of the parliamentary gtruggle.  About 18

LENIN AND ouR rime
months before the general election of Dec

specially summoned meeting of metjvist

a -, , . s of th :

Progressive Farty in one of the three counties :f Z?:.'pl“
ana,

it was the almost unanimous view that we should
the election-as “we have a good chance to win " o

The PPP leadership was, on the other hand convi
that electoral victory could not be attained becahsem;mce‘d
tical trends in Latin America and the fraudulent elicr Dh;
arrangements. Had it succumbed to the wishes of the uti
ority to boycott the election. the Supporterg of the m: :
would have blamed the leadership for “throwing awazalhi
elections,” and would have entertained illusions ;bnllf
future electoral victories. Besides, had the PPP boycotied
the election, the government would not have had to resort
lo extensive fraud, and would not have had to fling off the
veils and show its true face.

ember 1968, at 4

In Left-Wing Communism - An Infantile Disorder,
[Lenin advised: '
Victory cannot be won with a vanguard alone. To throw only
the vanguard into the decisive battle, before the entire class, tie
broad masses, have taken up a position either of direct support for
lhe vanguard, or atl least of sympathetic neutrality towards it and

of precluded support for the enemy, would be, not merely foolish
but eriminal.  (Vo.l 31, pp. 92-93).

Lenin did not only warn against rightist opportunism
and ultra-leftist dogmatism. He also attacked the procras-
lination of the “perpetual talkers,’ the “armchair social-
1sts,” who neither acted nor knew when to act,

In Guyana, the people, those who support ug and those
who had opposed us, have learnt valuable lessons from their
own experience. At the same time, our party is transforme
ing itself from a loose mass party into a disciplined, Marx-

ist-Leninist party. By the improvement of its work on the.

organizational and ideological fronts, it is hoped fo enrich
the people’s experience and thus to unite them for the suc-

TR

-‘
L] l" ' -. .
T




THUNDER jJANUARY-JUNE 1870

cessful confrontation with the imperialists and their

puppets. '

Vietnam and Cuba are both examples which prove that
national liberation and socialism can succeed where there
s no national isolationism. They both demonstirate 1'.1"181'.
success — the attainment of political power and the holdmig
of political power — depends largely on the correct appli-
cation of Marxist-Leninist principles, notably the class
approach and internationalism — a world outlook, — the
establishment of a vanguard Leninist type of party and the
development of internal unity, international solidarity and

the closest links with the socialist states.

The Cuban Revolution survived 10 years of US subver-
sion and aggression precisely because it secured for the
Communist Party the leading and organizing role, destroyed
the old bureaucratic and military apparatus, carried out ex-
tensive Marxist-Leninist educational work, and established
diplomatic, cultural and trade relations with the socialist
states.

At the June 1969 Moscow Conference, Carlos Rafael
Rodrigues, the head of the Cuban delegation, declared :

The Communist Party of Cuba is of the opinion that, in the
process of the people’s struggle against imperialism, the Soviet
Union is a fundamental bulwark and that that historic role has
been expressed in its support for Cuba’s Socialist Revolution, to
the Arab peoples in the Middle East and ip its aid to the Vietnams-
ese cause. We will never forget the tremendous sacrifices. and
eflforts the Soviet people have made for mankind ., .. Wé déelare

from this rostrum that in any decisive confrontation . . ..Cuba will
unyieldingly be on the side of the USSR,

The Vietnamese people’s courageous struggles against
colonialism, neocolonialism and imperialism have also been
successful mainly because of the corre¢t application of
Marxist-Leninist principles and methods,

Moral and political support and aid from the socialist
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countries, particularly the Soviet Union — food, medici

arms, ammunition — have proved to be of inestimable im
portance tolthe Communists of North Vietnam. |

The realities of today demonstrate that Marxism-Lenin.
ism is an-invincible force. To those particularly in the
front Jines of Imperialist fire, it inpsires hope, creates opti-
mism and builds confidence that colonialism, neocolonialism
and imperialism can and will be defeated: that a new day is
dawning for all oppressed and exploited humanity.
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